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THE NEW HOLLAND
              SOLUTION 

  WRITTEN BY
          Krisann Gentry

Seven delegates gathered around an auspicious table in a 
private, secure location, preferably shrouded in darkness and 
an air of mystery, discussing the fate of their species. 
Sometime in the future.

CHARACTERS:
(Referred to strictly by their last names and so playable by 
any gender. Nationalities gently implied but with plenty of 
room for fluid interpretation.)

DAVI             is representing          AFRICA
LEE              is representing          ANTARCTICA
MIYAKI           is representing          ASIA
STEVENS          is representing          AUSTRALIA
RYAN             is representing          NORTH AMERICA
MARTENS          is representing          SOUTH AMERICA
BERTHOLD         is representing          EUROPE

This edition of the script intentionally reads with scarcely 
any directional notes because the dialogue should read like a 
story, and performers should feel free to add brevity or 
gravitas wherever instinct dictates is necessary. 



2.

MARTENS
Delegates, thank you again for your 
time. I understand these 
proceedings have been sensitive, 
and I hope you will appreciate the 
delicacy with which our committee 
must proceed. 

DAVI
The timing of our discourse must 
come to a conclusion soon. Our 
deadline approaches.

STEVENS
That's putting it lightly. We’ve 
been here debating this for sixteen 
days and we’re no closer to 
nominating the finalists than when 
we started. 

LEE
Can we really be so divided on what 
the ideal candidate must be? 

RYAN
Look, all of these candidates have 
completed rigorous courses of 
mental and physical stamina and 
strain. It’s our job to simply 
select from this stack. Why this 
has proven so difficult is beyond 
me. 

MIYAKI
Perhaps it’s time to allow each 
delegate pick a few candidates from 
the stack. To no longer require any 
kind of consensus among us may 
prove the best way forward. We 
began with an ideal, but there are 
hundreds of qualified applicants 
here but it seems we are unable to 
agree on them.

MARTENS
Let us remind ourselves of our 
intention in this selection. We’re 
not only looking for qualified 
candidates. We’re looking for the 
best representation of humanity. 
This summit was formed with the 
possibilities in mind.

(MORE)
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MARTENS (CONT’D)
My fellow delegates, we’re 
privileged to be cradling the very 
future of the species here, in this 
very room. Just think--just imagine 
it! A chance to start fresh with a 
new, shining example of what it 
means to be human, starring only 
the very best specimens. That is 
why we’ve come and that is the 
mission we must accomplish.

BERTHOLD
...Or, is it?

MARTENS
I beg your pardon?

BERTHOLD
Think through this with me, for a 
moment. It’s going to be arduous 
work there, isn’t it?

RYAN
Yes, of course.

BERTHOLD
Because, naturally, we understand 
that only one planet is truly and 
easily suited to our specific needs 
as humans.

MARTENS
Right. But that’s why this is so 
exciting! We can start, 
potentially, a new strain of 
humanity specialized to overcome 
hardships in the strangest of 
circumstances. The colony will grow 
into something truly fascinating 
and beautiful to behold. The best 
we have to offer. A shining beacon 
to the remaining generations, 
proudly portraying the strongest 
qualities we believe we have to 
display as a species. 

BERTHOLD
Yes, but that’s what I’m saying! 
Are we sure that’s the best course 
of action? 
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MIYAKI
Martens is right; that is why we 
came to this table. What else could 
you be suggesting?

BERTHOLD
What if the colony of ideal 
specimens is better deployed right 
here, at home? We’re always talking 
of how to make the earth a better 
place, aren’t we? Of how to recover 
the hundreds of generations of 
damage we’ve wrought on our own, 
original, sacred home. How can 
sending humanity’s finest off to 
Mars accomplish that for us? 

MARTENS
A moot point. We came here to 
select who will make humanity 
better, as a whole! By virtue of 
turning us into the ultimate of 
explorers, settlers, conquerers of 
our galaxy! A grand display of what 
can happen when we intensely focus 
the development of our greatest 
potential. 

BERTHOLD
Can we not become all of those 
things, regardless of whom we send? 

RYAN
I’m starting to see what you mean, 
I think. After all, cause an 
effect! Should we not be concerned, 
that all our best, taking the best 
with them will, eventually, cause 
the next generation to be Martians, 
not Earthlings? And we’ll still be 
over here, stuck with our mixed 
bag. Eventually we may lose the 
grip on our sense of greatness as 
applied to them. Why, now that I 
think of it, I can’t see why we 
didn’t consider it before. Think 
about the biggest colonizations in 
the history of our own planet!

MIYAKI
Well then what for Mars do you 
propose?
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BERTHOLD
The New Holland Initiative.

DAVI
I'm sorry. What?

BERTHOLD
Mars is not ready for our best. 
It’s ready for an internment camp.

MARTENS
Oh my God, Berthold. I can’t 
believe I’m hearing this. 

BERTHOLD
It’s true! Think of the parallels! 
Harsh, inhospitable climates? Hot 
and dry and dust and very little 
natural resources. So, we send the 
harshest of survivors. Hardened 
individuals with more to prove than 
anyone. Empty the prisons. Clear 
the clutter. Send them to soften 
Mars for us while we rebuild home. 

LEE
I have to say, your proposal 
intrigues me. Ever since our 
expedition to the Arctics, we have 
become the authority on 
transforming cold and inhospitable 
lands into as near perfect environs 
for human existence. But the 
limited resources do demand a sort 
of simplistic, militarist style of 
living. Very restrictive. Perhaps 
an even more fitting analogy could 
be a prison situation?

STEVENS
The province currently being built 
is in fact modeled after your 
compound, isn’t it, Lee?

LEE
Indeed. A very convenient 
opportunity seems to be presenting 
itself. 

DAVI
It isn’t unheard of, certainly, and 
perhaps could ensure our selection 
is accomplished on time.

(MORE)
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DAVI (CONT’D)
We’ll have much less to squabble 
over from this outlook. We shall be 
lauded for our swift and direct 
leadership in making a decision 
such as this. 

MARTENS
I still can’t believe I’m hearing 
this!

RYAN
Well, why not?

MARTENS
We intended on the best!! What kind 
of message does this send to 
whomever else may be out there? 
What kind of message does it send 
to ourselves? I fear by not sending 
the best, we prove we haven’t much 
to offer at all.

BERTHOLD
I can’t see how selecting only the 
best for Mars fits nicely within 
your morals, but flipping the coin 
and selecting only the best for 
Earth seems preposterous. 

MARTENS
Because that isn’t what we set out 
to do! We were trying to offer 
something extraordinary to the 
universe!

STEVENS
And we will! Earth will recover 
grandly. Mars will develop slowly 
but steadily. Eventually the 
tourism to the colony alone will be 
worth the investment! 

RYAN
This could really be something! 
Stevens thinks so, and his opinion 
should count for quite a bit, here, 
considering.

STEVENS
It has worked beautifully in 
examples of our Earth history 
before, true enough. I believe it 
can work now.
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MIYAKI
We will have a greater level 
influence over the development of 
the colony, by necessity.

LEE
And in this scenario the potential 
for humanity's growth stays 
manageable.

DAVI
It also affords us a greater level 
of risk mitigation.

RYAN
True. The downsides here are 
looking fewer and fewer. 

MARTENS
Well now you’re talking as though 
these lives are less meaningful to 
send into the project if they’re 
selected from among criminals! Can 
no one else hear the absurdity?

RYAN
Oh for goodness sake Martens, 
that's not at all what we're 
saying!

BERTHOLD
I rather think those so fortunate 
as to be sent by us will feel 
pleased at their good luck. As you 
said, it’s a chance at a fresh 
start. 

DAVI
It’s a mercy on them, really.

LEE
A great benefit to them, to be 
allowed a second chance.

MIYAKI
Sending them away does seem like 
the best course of action.

STEVENS
With a greater emphasis on the 
restructuring of Earth in their 
absence.
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BERTHOLD
And a solid dose of grit and 
determination under careful 
governance, for those headed out to 
tame Mars for us. 

MARTENS
(after a pause)

It would seem I am the only 
detractor from this plan? 

STEVENS
The consensus appears to be leaning 
this way, yes.

BERTHOLD
Excellent! Toss those files and 
bring in the new list. New Holland 
will be ready to welcome its 
inhabitants with open arms in a few 
short weeks and we’ve got some 
residents to select. 

MARTENS
I can’t in good conscience change 
the nature of the project so 
entirely like this, at the drop of 
a hat. I won’t participate. 

RYAN
Listen, Martens. Your ideals are 
well and good until they start 
getting in the way of actual 
progress. The bylaws say we can’t 
make any final decisions until all 
seven zones are represented. But it 
doesn’t say your zone has to be 
represented by you. We can get 
someone else in here within the 
hour to take your place. 

DAVI
So what’s it going to be?

MARTENS
You would kick me out, just like 
that?

LEE
We do need results. If we don’t 
complete our task by the deadline, 
we’ll be an embarrassment. 
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MARTENS
If we go through with this, I fear 
our decision will prove a much more 
lasting embarrassment.

BERTHOLD
This is the way the tide is 
turning. The choice is yours.

MARTENS
I propose a recess. Please, give me 
a chance to attempt to look through 
the new files first? And find the 
best possible inmates to send 
first, to establish the right sense 
of order. Not just all of them, 
carte blanche. Give me that, at 
least?

MIYAKI
If it will make you feel better. I 
suppose. 

STEVENS
Agreed.

BERTHOLD
Then it’s settled.

RYAN
Finally.

MARTENS
I just want to go on record and 
say--

DAVI
God, Martens. We get it.

MARTENS
I only wanted better for us. But it 
seems we’ll be creating exactly 
what we’re capable of. 

BERTHOLD
Cheer up, Martens. We’ve finally 
found our solution.


